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Play Like a Girl was commissioned by the University of Idaho for a multimedia 
project in which the keyboard player, Kristin Elgersma, asked for the possibility 
of playing either grand piano or toy piano, or both, depending on performance 
constraints. My solution was to write a set of eight variations on Kaval Sviri, one 
of those Bulgarian Women's Chorus pieces that were a surprise hit in the late 
1980's. If their ferociously joyous singing is girl music, I'm there! Some of my 
variations are for grand piano, some for toy piano, and some for celeste or 
harpsichord or other "girly" instruments, I’m open. The variations can be played 
in any combination, simultaneously (with pre-recorded tracks) or successively, 
allowing for a total of eight factorial (40,320) versions of the piece. 

After I completed the piece, I learned that the same song had been adapted as 
the theme music for the late 90s cult classic TV show Xena: Warrior Princess. Now 
that I've checked out the show, I'm de"nitely enjoying picturing Lucy Lawless in 
full battle garb playing the toy piano like the girl she is.

To the performers:

I can supply pre-recorded tracks of any of the variations, or you can make your 
own. You can also do all-live versions with as many as eight players and as few as 
one. I have not entered dynamics or articulation: you might want to get familiar 
with the original recording of which all the layers are variations, but you should 
feel free to shape the performance following your own desires.
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