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No Delight in Sacrifice is a short response to my least favorite masterpiece, The Rite of
Spring. 've taken materials from Stravinsky’s dazzling work and re-shaped them to
stand against the glamorization of killing in the name of higher powers and for the joy
of renewal and rebirth that spring embodies. The bassoon begins the piece with a
plainchant version of Psalm 51 that was my guide in this re-composition: “For you have
no delight in sacrifice; if | were to give a burnt-offering, you would not be pleased.”

No Delight in Sacrifice was commissioned by the Vermont Symphony Orchestra in
celebration of their 80th Anniversary Season, and will be premiere in Burlington on 6

December 2014 on a concert that includes The Rite of Spring.

INSTRUMENTATION

piccolo

two flutes
two oboes

english horn
two Bb clarinets

two bassoons
four hornsin F
four trumpets
strings (12,10, 7, 8, 5)

The scoreisin C.

DURATION: approximately 80 seconds
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