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PROGRAM NOTE: 

She Gets to Decide began as a meditation on the Balthus painting 
Thérèse Dreaming. While the painting seems unquestionably pervy to 
me, I am also struck by the power and self-sufficiency Thérèse radiates.


As I was working on the piece this spring, the Bradley Garner/Wildacres 
Flute Camp story was all over my Facebook feed. That’s the saga where a 
well-regarded flute pedagogue was accused of inappropriate sexual 
behavior with several young women, stripped of all his teaching jobs and 
product endorsements, except by the head of the Wildacres Flute Camp, 
Anna Thibeault, who in defense of Garner, characterized young women as 
“nymphos” and “Lolitas.” (She still has her job, by the way, but Garner no 
longer teaches at Wildacres Flute Camp.)


A collage from the newspaper account of this story, excerpts from the 
Poulenc Flute Sonata, and the MET audioguide for Thérèse Dreaming 
opens the piece. It ends with a setting of Judge Aquilina’s words to a 
young woman who testified during the trial of gymnastics doctor Larry 
Nasser. The central section uses as its text an excerpt of hebephile 
pornography (by Alphonse Momas, published in 1900, and recorded by 
Florent Ghys,) the text of which is treated both as the locus of abuse, and 
as a possible mechanism for healing from that abuse.


Rainer Maria Rilke wrote in a letter to Balthus’ mother, Baladine 
Klossowska, who was Rilke’s lover at the time: “a barely arching bridge 
connects the terrible to the tender.”


Sometimes the way out is through.


• Eve Beglarian
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