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PROGRAM NOTE

WAITING FOR BILLY FLOYD was written in response to Eudora Welty’s short story, At the
Landing, which takes place in a town called Rodney, Mississippi, that | visited during a trip down
the Mississippi River in November 2009 with Mary Rowell and again over Easter weekend 2010
with H. C. Porter. The river pilot and poet David Greer was my guide and compass, both
practically and conceptually, through this part of Mississippi, and it was he who selected which
Welty stories | needed to re-read and which towns | had to be sure not to miss. | am grateful to
these three traveling companions, and to Despina Sarafeidou, who helped me when | got stuck.

WAITING FOR BILLY FLOYD was commissioned as part of the inaugural Greenfield prize.

*X¥

Whenever she thought that Floyd was in the world, that his life lived and had this night and day, it
was like discovery once more and again fresh to her, and if it was night and she lay stretched on
her bed looking out at the dark, a great radiant energy spread intent upon her whole body and
fastened her heart beneath its breath, and she would wonder almost aloud, "Ought | to sleep?"
For it was love that might always be coming, and she must watch for it this time and clasp it back
while it clasped, and while it held her never let it go.

Then the radiance touched at her heart and her brain, moving within her. Maybe some day she
could become bright and shining all at once, as though at the very touch of another with herself.
But now she was like a house with all its rooms dark from the beginning, and someone would
have to go slowly from room to room, slowly and darkly, leaving each one lighted behind, before
going to the next. It was not caution or distrust that was in herself, it was only a sense of journey,
of something that might happen. She herself did not know what might lie ahead, she had never
seen herself. She looked outward with the sense of rightful space and time within her, which
must be traversed before she could be known at all. And what she would reveal in the end was
not herself, but the way of the traveler.

"She's waiting for Billy Floyd," they said.

The original smile now crossed Jenny's face, and hung there no matter what was done to her, like
a bit of color that kindles in the sky after the light has gone.

from At the Landing
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