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PROGRAM NOTE

SP]terical Music was written in 1985 as part of an electronic piece called The Garden of Cyrus. At the time,
I made a version for twelve marimbas which Daniel Druckman very generously recorded and Performe(l
(Witl’l eleven Parts on taPe.) The Piece languis}le(l in my files for a long time, an(l then Danny callecl an(l
asliezl me to mal(e a version for twelve Players on six mariml)as. I ma(le sul)stantial revisions in t11e
orcllestration for tl’lis version, ancl I tl’linl( it)s Leginning to aPProaclm wlqat I was lquing for it to l)e in tl’le first
Place: an algoritllmic music wkere tlle rule-l;ase(l events feel lilxe more tllan mere aritllmetic, Wllere tlley

l)ecome a 1(11’1(1 Of magic numerology.

Tllere’s a cluotation from tLe Divine Cometly that eml)oclies wLat I was aiming for wLen I wrote tlle Piece:

E come ralma (lentro a vostra Polve An(l as tlxe soul within your mortal clay
per (lifferenti meml)ra e conformate 1s sPreacl tllrough different organs, eacll of wllicl')
a (liverse Potenze s1 resolve, 1s sLaPed to its own en(l; in the same way

cosi l)intelligenza sua l)ontate t]rle ]rng]ﬂ angelic Inteﬂigence sPrea(ls its SOO(lness
mulitiplicata per le stelle spiega, diversified tLrougL all the many stars
giranclo s& sovra sua unitate. wlqile yet revolving ever in its Oneness.

Dante, Parac]iso II 133-138 Jolln Ciardi’s translation

LAYOUT

I’m assuming you’ﬂ want to arrange tl'le s1X mariml)as ina semi-circle, an(] I’ve numl)ere(l tllem I to VI from

left to riglqt from tlle Con(luctor,s Point of view. The ranges of tlle marimbas are as fouows:

Marimbal A1t C6
Marimba IT  Ca to C6 (4 octaves)
Marimba IIL Ci to C6 (5 octaves)
Marimba IV Fito C6
Marimba V' Cz 10 C6 (4 octaves)
Marimba VI Aito C6
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